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MISSION STATEMENT

Grace Preparatory Academy of Durango is a private, Christian, University-Model School, whose purpose is to provide students with a comprehensive, college-preparatory education that prepares each student for life.  We seek to develop the whole child—academically, spiritually, emotionally, and physically – through an educational format utilizing both trained classroom instruction and individualized parent involvement.  By offering Christian education that is both academically challenging and character driven, Grace Prep desires to be a light for Christ in Durango and the surrounding area.

VISION

To strengthen America’s families and values by providing an educational format which helps parents prepare college-worthy, character-witnesses of Christ for the next generation.

GENERAL INFORMATION

BACKGROUND

In the summer of 2001 a Durango family was looking for an educational option for their daughter.  They heard about a very successful Christian school based out of Arlington, Texas.  That summer they visited the school to explore the possibility of starting this type of school in Durango.  This school was essentially a new educational model, in which the combination of professional instruction of a classroom teacher and the close involvement and guidance of parents – are combined in a unified program proven to achieve educational success through the college level.  The model is called a University Model School.  The elements of this model – low student/teacher ratios, hands-on learning, a strong work ethic for students, effective curriculum, and a Christian environment -- proved very successful.  After much prayer they were convinced that God had called them to start Grace Preparatory Academy of Durango.  The school started in the fall of 2002 with just ten students and three teachers.

THE UNIVERSITY MODEL SCHOOL


University-model education (UMS) combines a rigorous academic program, co-curricular opportunities and character development to develop the whole child.

· The Academic Program utilizes the best aspects of traditional, full-time public and private schools, as well as home schools, and molds them into one model.  UMS uses a university-style schedule adapted to the junior and senior high levels.  Professional teachers teaching in their areas of expertise conduct central classroom instruction.  Students go to school on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday.  Students spend alternate days at home where parents continue their instruction or monitor student progress.  Teachers provide parents with detailed instructions for days spent at home.  Also, UMS caters to a wide variety of student needs by allowing a range of enrollment opportunities.  A student my choose to take only one or two classes, or may opt to take a full academic load.  Much like courses listed in a college catalog, each course description contains information about the course, prerequisites, and parental involvement for that class.  Tuition is paid per course, per semester. (Please refer to the back of this handbook for a more detailed description of the academic program and the courses offered.)

· The Co-Curricular Program gives students an opportunity to pursue and develop special interests, talents, and abilities in addition to academics, including sports, art, speech, and others.  Participation in these activities help motivate students to succeed and provide another avenue for learning important life skills, such as teamwork, relating well to others, work ethic, time management, goal setting, and more.

· Character Development permeates both the academic and co-curricular programs as the school works with the parents to reinforce Christ-like attitude and behavior by helping to encourage, support, and train parents; by reinforcing parental values and expectations while at school; and by enforcing school behavior and discipline based on shared core values.

NATIONAL ASSOCIATION OF UNIVERSITY MODEL SCHOOLS (NAUMS)

 NAUMS spearheads one of the most significant grassroots movements in Christian education today.  Founded by Grace Preparatory Academy of Arlington, Texas, NAUMS bears the primary responsibility for promoting, launching, certifying, supporting, unifying, and mentoring UM schools across the United States.  It leads a ministry that is broadening the educational landscape in America and altering the course and direction of this nation.

EDUCATIONAL PHILOSOPHY

Grace Preparatory Academy bases its educational philosophy on three main components: (1) a Biblical foundation, (2) preparing each student for life, and (3) emphasizing the parents’ role.

(1) A Biblical Foundation:  All education is inescapably Christian in that all truth is God’s truth.  The Bible, as the infallible, inerrant, and inspired Word of God, is the foundation and guide for all knowledge and basic to all elements of education.  Because God created, sustains, and will consummate all things through His Son, the Lord Jesus Christ, the universe and all life are dynamically related to Him and have the purpose of glorifying Him.  This purpose is fundamental to Christian education and will permeate every aspect of our goals and objectives, our teaching methods, and our curriculum.  All representatives of the school will strive to demonstrate and teach values, character, and “Christ-likeness” as well as facts.

(2) Preparing Each Student for Life:  The primary goal of all Christian education is to prepare each student to glorify and honor God in all that he does.  We seek to fulfill this goal by:

· training and encouraging students to become committed disciples of Christ,

· supporting the family as the primary social and educational unit instituted by God,

· promoting personal responsibility for academic excellence and a strong work ethic, and

· integrating home and school for the development of life skills and strong Christian character in balance with academics and co-curricular activities.

Students will be encouraged to assume personal responsibility for learning as part of the maturation process.  We expect Grace students to be prepared for pursuing any chosen profession, through rigorous academic instruction and discipline, and are committed to a lifetime of learning and service to their families, their churches, and their communities through an intimate relationship with Jesus Christ.

(3) The Role of Parents:  We recognize that parents are commanded to rear their children for God’s glory by bringing them up in the nurture and discipline of the Lord (Deut. 6; Eph. 6:4).  The home, therefore, is to be a place of training and teaching one’s own children as is seen from God’s command.  Grace Preparatory Academy will seek to provide parents with academic expertise, challenge, pacing, direction, and accountability, in a way that enhances and assists the parents’ efforts at teaching their children.

Also, research has proven that parents are the single most influential factor in a child’s educational performance.  The parents’ role is to oversee and involve themselves in their child’s education and academic progress.  Parents have flexibility in determining what courses the child will take at the school and what training will be received at home.  Parents share joint responsibility with the school for properly placing students, for helping them build the character qualities and work ethic that lead to academic success (and success in general), and for encouraging students to accept increasing responsibility for the consequences of their actions.  The parental teaching role ranges from direct instruction in cooperation with the classroom teacher to monitoring of student progress, as the student progresses from junior high to high school.  Grace Preparatory Academy is committed to providing a vital learning experience for students that encourages and facilitates the parent/child relationship.

STATEMENT OF FAITH

Simply stated, we believe in:

One God in three persons; God the Father, God the Son, and God the Holy Spirit. (Matthew 28:19)

One Way of Salvation; Jesus Christ through His virgin birth, sinless life, atoning death, and victorious resurrection made it possible for man to be saved by faith. (Luke 1:23, Hebrews 4:15, Hebrews 2:9, Mark 16:19, John 3:16)

One Book; divinely inspired and protected, the Bible is God’s written revelation to man; it is totally reliable and has no need of other documents to complete its message.  (2 Timothy 3:15-16)

One Body; with many parts, the church.  We believe in the Spiritual unity of believers in our Lord Jesus Christ. (Romans 12:4,5)

NON-DENOMINATIONAL POSITION

These statements are based on fundamental Christian beliefs that we strongly support as the primary doctrine for teaching.  Grace Preparatory Academy does not promote or endorse any particular denomination.  It is our desire to maintain this position for the purpose of unity and fairness to each student.  Other doctrinal issues upon which this ministry has no official stance will be considered secondary doctrine and will not be taught.  In the event secondary doctrine is brought up, students will be referred back to the family and church for final authority.  We desire to remain united in the salvation and love of Christ, avoiding any dissension that may be caused by denominational distinctive.

ORGANIZATIONAL GOALS

God has given our school critical initiatives to promote overall excellence and future development:

· Prayer and Faith: Grace Preparatory Academy is a result of faith in God and reliance on Him to meet all needs.  We will strive to build faith in God’s work in the school through prayer and prayer opportunities for families.

· Strengthening Families: We desire to strengthen families by providing opportunities for relationship within and among families, affirming a biblical model of family life, providing practical training for parents to educate at home, and respecting family priorities and schedules.

· Communication: We commit to communicate through written and verbal means accurate information about who we are, what we do.  We will listen to and use consistent, honest feedback to evaluate our strengths and weaknesses throughout all channels of communication.  We will always communicate in a way that seeks first to understand and then to be understood.

· Staff:  Grace Preparatory Academy staff is called by God to serve as Christian role models because of their gift for teaching and love for children.  Staff members are subject-qualified and have high expectations while nurturing students in a respectful Christian manner.

· Board:  Grace Preparatory Academy leadership has a calling to Christian education that demonstrates focus, commitment, and servant attitude.  The Board is composed of diverse members who recognize their strength and authority resides in the group, not individual members.

· Excellence: In striving to be excellent, Grace Preparatory Academy will honor Christian character and conviction in all things; pursue high standards in academics, co-curricular activities, and facilities; and expect excellence from all parents, staff, and students.  Our commitment to excellence is demonstrated through Christian teachers teaching a Christian curriculum while modeling Christian values in a challenging environment.

· Use of the Tongue:  We realize the tongue is one of the most significant threats to God’s work at Grace Preparatory Academy.  Therefore, we expect each other to use the tongue in a manner that praises God, encourages and heals, speaks the truth, is sensitive to all faiths, and seeks to build and not destroy.  When we fail, we will be eager to repent, forgive, or correct those offenses, as the Bible requires.

So also the tongue is a small part of the body, and yet it boasts of great things.

Behold, how great a forest is set aflame by such a small fire!  

James 3:5

SCHOOL & HOME COMMUNICATION

Communication is vital in the university model of education.  Grace Preparatory Academy administration and teachers will communicate regularly with parents by website, telephone, email, letter, meetings, and most importantly, the assignment sheet.  We encourage parents and students to contact teachers to clarify assignments or expectations.  Also, parents and students would attend all school meetings and training opportunities designed to inform the parents of important topics or events and help the parent learn how to be an effective co-teacher.  If there are questions or problems within a particular class, the parent or student should first talk with the teacher.  If the issue cannot be resolved satisfactorily, the parent or student should talk with the Administrator.  It is our desire to cultivate a positive and effective relationship with the parents to ensure the students’ success.

ADMISSIONS POLICIES & PROCEDURES

Admission to Grace Preparatory Academy is required in order to register for any of the courses offered.  Grace Preparatory Academy will maintain a transcript on file for all students admitted to the school. Grace Preparatory Academy will keep an academic transcript of the courses taken at the school and maintain records of previous courses taken at a public school and/or transfer credits (if in accordance with Grace Preparatory Academy’s policies concerning credit transfer). 

NON-DESCRIMINATORY POLICY

Grace Preparatory Academy admits students of any race, color, and national or ethnic origin to all the rights, privileges, programs, and activities generally accorded or made available to its students and do not discriminate on the basis of race in administration of its educational policies, admission policies, or athletic and other school-administered programs.

PARENT AND STUDENTS RESPONSIBILITIES

Children must be accepted to Grace Preparatory Academy through a formal admissions process.  Both parental involvement and student cooperation is essential for Grace Preparatory Academy to fulfill its mission.  Therefore, as a condition of acceptance to this school, the parents and student applying for admission must fulfill the following requirements:

a) Parents must provide Grace Preparatory Academy with a completed application form for each child applying for admission, including academic records, health forms, and other information as specified in the application packet.  Students will not be admitted without complete records.

b) Parents and students must sign a form stating their acknowledgement of our Statement of Faith as an expression of whom we are and what will be taught in the classroom AND expressing their own personal commitment to Jesus Christ.

c) Parents and students must be willing to abide by the school’s rules and regulations as expressed in the handbook or by the administrator.

d) Parents must be committed to providing partnership instruction in the satellite classroom on the days that the child is not attending Grace Preparatory Academy in order to provide quality education in accordance with the laws of the state of Colorado.  Parents are responsible for providing regular structure for completing home assignments, checking assignment sheets and monitoring the student’s completion of these assignments, and helping the student as needed.  Students are strongly discouraged from working or being involved in activities during reasonable school hours on the days that they are not attending Grace Preparatory Academy.

e) The family must be active members of the Body of Christ and regularly attend a Christian church.

f) Parents and students must be committed to the university-model learning experience and Christian environment of Grace Preparatory Academy.  Each student must be willing to adhere to Grace Preparatory Academy’s “Student Code of Conduct,” “Dress Code Policy,” and all other policies.

g) Parents must be willing to use a Christian Conciliation Service to settle any disputes.

ADMISSION PROCEDURE

1. Review and Complete All Grace Preparatory Academy Material and Pray

Please carefully review and complete all materials given to you.  If you have any questions, please contact us.  Pray about this important decision. Once making a decision, return the application to Grace Preparatory Academy.

2. Testing and Evaluation

Placement testing is required for all new students and can be completed after the application has been turned in.  The tests are given to determine the entrance grade level based on your child’s Math and English skills in relation to our curriculum.  Parents should contact the office to schedule the test.  A testing fee is required prior to testing.

3. Family Interview

Each family applying for admission will be interviewed in order to verify that Grace Preparatory Academy is the best educational option for your child.  This meeting also enables us to personally answer any questions about Grace Preparatory Academy.  We will not enroll students who have been expelled or suspended from another school. The admissions committee conducts this one-time interview.  Someone will call to arrange the interview once your application has been processed.  

4. Receive Letter of Response

Once the interview has been completed, you can expect a response by letter within seven to ten business days.

ACADEMIC ADVISING

All students entering high school must undergo academic advising for the purpose of establishing a diploma plan.  In addition to this, any requests for transfer credits must be assessed before new students are allowed to register.

ADDING AND DROPPING CLASSES

Students may add or drop a course during the first two full weeks of classes.  A student may add a class with permission from a teacher and if space is available for them in the desired course. 

To drop a class a student and parent must first meet with the teacher to determine the correct course of action. If the conclusion is to drop a class, the parent with permission from the teacher, must then meet with the academic counselor.  The academic counselor will not drop a class without a parent-teacher conference beforehand. Forms are available in the office for all schedule changes. These must be signed by the parent and approved by the academic counselor.  A student will receive a withdrawal (WD) on their transcript should they drop a class after three weeks.  Please note that a WD on a high school transcript will be noticed on a college entrance application.

Students may withdrawal from a class within the first two weeks and not incur any financial or academic penalties.  Any dropped class after the first two weeks of school will result in a $25.00 fee. 

STUDENT/TEACHER RATIOS

Grace Prep will not exceed a 15:1 student/teacher ratio for core classes.  If enrollment in a particular class is less than five, Grace Prep, has the right to cancel that class.

FINANCIAL POLICIES

APPLICATION FEES

Registration Fee

A $150 fee is assessed per new student to cover the placement testing and application process.

An annual $100.00 fee is assessed for returning student enrollment.  This is a non-refundable fee.

All fees will be handled through the school office.

Books and Material Fees

Parents are required to purchase their student’s curriculum from MBS.  This is a virtual bookstore that has a web page set up specifically for our school.  Please do not purchase curriculum outside of MBS as you could easily buy the wrong edition of a particular book.  MBS allows parents to sell their books back to them at the end of the school year.

SCHOOL SUPPLIES

Grace Preparatory Academy will furnish a list of supplies required for full-time students.  Teachers may periodically require additional supplies for special projects or assignments.  Parents will be responsible for purchasing each student’s supplies.

UNIFORM COSTS

GPAD approved student uniforms are required. Parents are responsible for providing the student uniform. 

See Dress Code.

ELECTIVES

A pass to the Durango Recreation Center and Chapman Hill could be required for all P.E. classes.  Some elective classes may require an additional fee.  These fees are to be paid prior to participation.  No refunds, partial or otherwise, will be given to students temporarily barred from participation due to academic or disciplinary problems.  

TRANSCRIPTS

Parents will be provided with a copy of a student’s transcript upon request; however, transcripts will not be released until all outstanding balances are paid in full.

ACADEMIC POLICIES

CREDITS

Definition of Credits 

In general, six GPAD credits are equivalent to a full year’s instruction in a given course of study.  Students will earn course credits on a semester-by-semester basis.  The Standard Credit Requirement (PCR) for all courses offered at Grace Preparatory Academy will be 86 hours of instruction for each three credits earned.  Therefore, the fall and spring semester for Grace Preparatory Academy will normally be scheduled for 18 weeks of instruction.  Students will earn a Physical Education credit for any sport played on a team with appropriate documentation.

Transfer of Credits

Students may transfer high school credit from another public or private school by providing an official transcript from the previous school.  Home-school students may apply for credit by completing a form documenting the courses taken.  Written examples of coursework or exams may also be required.  The student will be given the following credit if the course(s) is deemed comparable to courses required for a GPAD diploma:

· One complete semester course at full-time school = 3 credits

· One complete yearly course at a full-time school = 6 credits

· Each complete semester course in a home-school or umbrella-school program will be individually determined for transfer of credit.

While credit may be granted for transferred courses, actual course grades earned at any other institution, including a home school, will be averaged into the student’s GPA for high school.

GRADUATION REQUIREMENTS

Grace Preparatory Academy currently offers two diploma options.  In order to receive either of the diplomas offered, ALL candidates must successfully complete the course requirements and earn a minimum of 30 credits at Grace Preparatory Academy during their junior and senior years, of which 18 credits (3 classes) must be selected from the core academic classes.  Students who enroll as seniors must take a minimum of 15 credits each semester. Nine credits (3 classes each semester) must be selected from the core academic classes.

Plan I  Honors Diploma

Plan I should prepare students for entry into competitive 4 year colleges and universities. To earn this diploma, students are required to earn the following credits:

ENGLISH:


24 credits – core courses

MATHEMATICS:

24 credits – core courses





(Geometry, Algebra 2, Trigonometry/ Pre Calculus, Calculus)

SCIENCE:


24 credits

(Biology, Chemistry, Physics, Senior Science)

SOCIAL STUDIES:

24 credits

(US History, World History, US Government/Economics, History Elective (3) – Understanding the Times)

FOREIGN LANGUAGES:
12 credits

ELECTIVES:

54 credits*

(must include fine arts, speech, or other electives and 40 hours of documented community service)





Total required credits for Honors Diploma: 162

Plan II  Standard Diploma

Plan II should prepare students for entry into most colleges and universities.  To earn this diploma, students are required to earn the following credits:

ENGLISH:


24 credits

MATHEMATICS:

24 credits

SCIENCE:


24 credits

SOCIAL STUDIES:

24 credits

FOREIGN LANGUAGES:
12 credits

ELECTIVES:

54 credits*

(must include fine arts, speech, or other electives and 20 hours of documented community service)





Total required credits for Standard Diploma: 162

ATTENDANCE REQUIREMENTS

Minimum per Credit Attendance Requirement

In order to successfully complete a course of study, students must attend at least 80% of that course’s regularly scheduled class sessions.  This means that they may not be absent more than six times during a semester.  Students failing to meet these attendance requirements will not be recognized as having completed the course (i.e., they will be given a grade of incomplete and, in the case of a credit-bearing high school course, denied credit for the course).  In most cases, a failure to successfully complete a course because of excessive absences will also prevent a student from being able to register for the next course in the sequence.

Exceptions:  An exception may be granted by the administrator if a student has been unable to meet the attendance requirements due to circumstances beyond the family’s control (such as extended illness), and provided the student has, in the judgment of the instructor overseeing his work, achieved minimum mastery of the course content.

TARDY POLICY

The first tardy of each semester will be an “excused” tardy.  If a classroom door is closed before a student has entered the classroom, they are tardy. Student will go to Mrs. Spriggs’ office and fill out a discipline form and then be given a pass to return to class.  All missed work is the responsibility of the student.  Three discipline forms will result in a conference with parents. Teacher may, at their discretion, refuse to allow the student to “make-up” work missed because of a tardy.  Only those tardy due to circumstances beyond the control of the student or parent will not be counted against the student and may require written verification from the parent.

We encourage you to talk to your student about the disadvantages of being tardy.  Being tardy inconveniences you, your student’s classmates, and the GPA staff.  Thank you for working together with us to help build a student of character.  Punctuality and responsibility are positive character traits to possess.  We are a teaming up with you to help build these traits within your student. 

ACADEMIC PERFORMANCE STANDARDS

Students must achieve a GPA (grade point average) of 2.0 (70%) or above each semester in attendance at Grace Preparatory Academy in the core academic classes to remain in good academic standing.  A student whose GPA falls below 2.0 in the core academic classes during any given semester can be blocked from future registration at GPAD.  At the discretion of the Board and administration, a student may be given the opportunity to regain good academic standing by being placed on academic probation for the following semester.  This decision will be based on the student’s attitude, participation, and effort.  A student placed on academic probation must earn a GPA of at least 2.0 in the core academic classes during each grading period of the following semester to return to good academic standing.  If the student does not maintain the minimum GPA, he or she may be dropped from classes and blocked from future enrollment at GPAD.  If the student maintains the minimum GPA or higher for the entire semester, he or she will be removed from academic probation.

If a student fails (below 60 or F is considered failing) the fall semester of a course, he or she may not continue in the spring semester half of the course.  The fall semester must be successfully repeated in the following school year before continuing in the GPAD sequence.  If a student passes the fall semester of a course, but fails the spring semester, he or she must wait until the next school year to retake the spring semester part of the course before continuing in the GPAD sequence.  It is recommended, but not required, that the fall semester be repeated as well to increase the probability of success.  Students who are repeating classes will be admitted only if space and scheduling are available.  Once the student successfully completes the course, the passing grade earned will replace the failing grade.  When a failing grade has been absolved in this manner, both attempts at taking the course will be noted on the transcript, but only the passing grade will be recorded, and only the passing attempt will affect the GPA.  On the transcript, the failing grade of an absolved failed course will be replaced with NG (no grade).

Students may attempt to absolve a failing grade in another academic setting, such as another school or a home school.  In this case, students must request transfer credit through the usual channels following the successful completion of the course, should they desire to have the course credit recognized by GPAD.  If credit is granted, it will absolve the failing grade on the student’s transcript; both attempts will be noted and neither the original failed course nor the transferred credit will be calculated into the student’s GPA.  Any student who has not successfully completed the previous course in the GPAD sequence at Grace Preparatory Academy must take a placement test to be able to enroll in the next course.

GRADING, EVALUATION, AND FEEDBACK

Philosophy

We believe that grades are not a commentary on the relative worth and value of the individual, but rather an accurate reflection of the quality of his work in a given subject at a given time. At GPAD, grades serve four basic purposes:

(1) 
to help us teach, correct, and train;

(2)
to help us in the on-going placement of students at a level and in subjects responsive to 


their needs, background, and abilities;

(3)
to provide us with a just and legitimate means of holding students accountable for the 


quality of their work; and

(4)
to provide us with an ongoing and widely understood means of communicating a student's 


progress and achievement to his parents and other parties, such as college entrance boards 


or other schools to which the student may transfer.

We will establish just and objective standards based on legitimate expectations: students will be graded by comparing their level of accomplishment against reasonable expectations of what they should be able to accomplish. We will make every reasonable effort to place students properly, basing placement upon their background and abilities rather than any social criteria (such as age). Finally, students will receive (or not receive) credit based upon what they have (or have not) done relative to a common standard, rather than upon individual considerations (such as learning disabilities).  They will be objective and evenly applied within a given class. They will also allow for individual differences by defining minimum passing standards in terms that allow for a range (as it currently stands, 70-100% proficiency) of acceptable achievement. The ultimate purposes of these standards will be to define the standard, to provide valid and meaningful feedback, to encourage disciplined academic study, and to encourage student progress in both learning and achievement.

Grading Standards and Grade Point Average (GPA)

Courses at Grace Preparatory Academy are graded on a scale of 0-100 (exception: elective courses may be graded on a pass/fail basis). The course grade itself represents a percentage of content mastery, which is then used to determine the grade value of individual courses.  The grade value of a given course is determined on a 4.0 scale, with an A = 4.0, B = 3.0, C = 2.0, D = 1.0, F = no credit.  For honors classes the grade value is determined on a 5 point scale. A = 5.0, B = 4.0, C = 3.0, D = 2.0, F= no credit.  The sum of points is divided by the number of grades to determine grace point average.

· The letter grade equivalents of this system are as follows:

A grade of 90-l00 is equal to an A.

A grade of 80-89 is equal to a B.

A grade of 70-79 is equal to a C.

A grade of 60-69 is equal to a D.

A grade of   0-59 is equal to an F.

· No course grades in excess of 100 are awarded

· No grade points or credits are awarded for a failed course (grade below 70 or C-).

· Other possible grades are Incomplete (I) and Withdrawal (Q, WF, or WP). A student will receive an "I" if unable to complete the course requirements due to circumstances beyond the control of the student, and special permission is granted by administration to complete the requirements after the semester has ended. Withdrawal before the eighth week will be recorded on the transcript as "Q." After the eighth week, withdrawal will be recorded on the transcript as WF (failing) or WP (passing) depending upon the student's grade at the time of withdrawal. The student will not receive credits for any course in which I, WF, or WP is earned.

· Credits transferred to GPAD will be applied to the student's diploma requirements (and be included on the transcript), but the grades earned in these courses will not be included in the determination of a student's GPA.

FINAL EXAMS AND GRADING STANDARDS

Reporting of Grades/Final Exams

Each semester is divided into two grading periods.  Progress reports will be sent home with students at the end of the first and second grading period of the semester.  Final semester grades will be mailed at the end of the semester.

· Grades for secondary, non-credit classes (6th-8th) will be averaged each grading period. Those two grades will then be averaged and multiplied by 80%, and the final exam grade will be multiplied by 20% to determine the final semester grade.

· The final semester grade of secondary, credit-bearing classes (9th-12th) will be 80% semester work (cumulative average) and 20% final exam.

· Students may opt out of one final per semester in a class in which they have an A.

Student Promotion

All students will be promoted to the next course in sequence when they achieve a passing grade (70 or above) in the current course.  Student promotion is on a course-by-course basis.  Students are not promoted based on grade level.  See “Academic Performance Standards” for requirements if a student fails a course.

GRADE LEVEL CLASSIFICATION 

6th – 8th Grade Classification

A middle school student’s grade level classification will be established upon admission to GPAD and will advance one grade level each year thereafter based on successful completion of courses.

9th -12th Grade Classification

A high school student's grade level classification will be established upon admission to GPAD and will advance one grade level each year thereafter based on successful completion of courses.  For students who advance their studies to graduate at an earlier date, grade classification will be adjusted based on the course numbers of the high school level courses that are being taken each semester (e.g., grade level will be based on the grade level of the greater number of courses taken that semester).

AUDITING OF CLASSES

Grace Preparatory Academy does not allow the auditing of classes. Any student enrolled in any class at GPAD will receive a grade reflecting his or her level of achievement in the class.

ELIGIBILITY REQUIREMENTS FOR CO-CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

All secondary students who desire to participate in co-curricular activities must meet the following requirements to remain eligible for participation. Participation in these activities requires additional time and effort. Students must be able to represent the school and their fellow students with excellence and not jeopardize academic preparation and success. Co-curricular activities do not, at any time, take precedence over the academic program.

· Passing grade in all academic classes (70 or higher)

· Standing in good character with all staff.

Performance Standards Related to Eligibility

All secondary students who desire to participate in co-curricular activities during any given semester must maintain a GPA of 2.0 in the core academic classes AND maintain acceptable student conduct, or the student may have limitations to participation applied until the grades improve or the discipline problems have ceased.  It is our hope that the possibility of non-participation will further motivate students to focus on the importance of their academic studies.

But the fruit of the Spirit is...self-control, against such thing there is no law.

Galatians 5:22

LATE WORK POLICY

The fast pace of the university model requires students to stay on task and be responsible for turning in work on the assigned due date. The qualities of self-discipline, diligence, and self-control are encouraged in each class. All class assignments are due the first five minutes of class.  After this time work will be considered late. Failure to turn in work because the student did not manage his or her time, forgot the assignment or materials needed to complete the assignment, or other excuses relating to academic irresponsibility will NOT be tolerated in any class, and the student, will receive a "0" for the assignment. Even though they receive a zero, they are still required to turn in the work.  Assignments are given so teachers can determine if a student has the understanding of a concept.  All work is required to be turned in whether it is late or not. Work that is missing due to truancy must be turned in; however, it is up to the teacher’s discretion as to whether or not the work will receive a grade. Late work WILL be accepted in the following cases.

Absent Due to Illness:

The student will have two consecutive class days to turn in work missed while absent due to illness without incurring a penalty. This is in addition to the "new" work being assigned. Work that was due on the day of the absence (the student knew about it prior to the absence) should be turned in the first class day the student returns to school. If this is not possible because of the nature of the illness, the parent should notify the teacher to obtain permission to turn in the assignment at a later date. Students who are absent for reasons other than illness are still required to turn in assignments on the due date (the student knew about it prior to the absence) or make special arrangements with the teacher prior to the absence.

Unprepared Due to Illness:

If the student is ill on a "home" class day and is unable to complete assignments or prepare for a test, but is able to attend the following "school" class day, parents should contact the teacher by telephone concerning the child's inability to do home assignments while ill before the student returns to class. If the parent is unable to contact the teacher, he or she should call the office so the teacher can be notified. A written note is not sufficient. The student will be allowed to come to the next class period but not be responsible for the assignments due or a test. Parents should be aware that this might keep the child from participating in all learning activities because of the work not completed. All assignments and testing may be completed and turned in to the teacher within two class days without incurring a penalty.

Multiple, Consecutive Absences Due to a Prolonged Illness:

The parent should make special arrangements with the individual teacher(s) to obtain assignment sheets and lesson plans and work out a schedule for turning in missed work. Failure to make special arrangements with the individual teacher(s) could result in the student not obtaining credit for the course(s).

Absent Due to Co-Curricular Activities: 

When students expect to miss a class due to participation in co-curricular activities or family vacations, previously assigned work should be turned in early or the student should make prior arrangements with the teacher if it will be difficult to meet the assigned due date. Assignment sheets should be picked up from the teacher before the missed class (if available) or in the office at the end of the day.  Work assigned on the day of the absence should be completed by the next class period. If prior permission to turn work in other than on the due date is not obtained, the assignment will be accepted as "late work" for two consecutive class days after the absence, with points being deducted for each class period it is late. This penalty will range from ten to 25 points per class period at the discretion of the individual teacher.

Failure to Turn in Work for Special Circumstances:

If a student is unable to turn in an assignment by the requested due date for sufficient reasons (events or conditions outside the immediate control of either the student or his family), the parent should notify the teacher prior to class if possible or by the end of the class day the assignment is due. The parent should explain the special circumstances and obtain permission from the teacher to turn the assignment in at a later date; otherwise the work will not be accepted.

Inability to Complete Assignments:

The parent and/or student should make every effort to contact the teacher if an assignment is not clear, the student has difficulty with the concepts, or the student cannot finish the assignment in a "reasonable" time before returning to class. If the teacher gives prior permission, the student may be allowed to turn the work in at a later time without penalty. However, without this permission, the student's work, whether complete or not, will be turned in and graded as required. A parent's note to the teacher on the following class day does not remove the academic penalty associated with not completing the assignment as required.

No late work will be accepted any time after the end of the semester in which it is due unless the student receives an "Incomplete" in the course, and it is approved by the administration. Students and parents should carefully read the course syllabus to fully understand the specific communication and grading standards for each course.

Righteousness guards the man of integrity, but wickedness overthrows the sinner.

Proverbs 13:6

ACADEMIC DISHONESTY

Grace Preparatory Academy will not tolerate academic dishonesty (i.e., cheating). Academic dishonesty is both a serious breach of personal integrity and a serious hindrance to real student learning. Therefore, we exhort our students and their parents to adhere to high standards of personal integrity, both in school and in the home. I Chronicles 29:17a reminds us that God "tests the heart" and is "pleased with integrity." We want to encourage and equip our students to become disciples of Christ committed to serving and pleasing God in all he or she may do. Academic dishonesty is broadly defined as any attempt on the part of a student or parent, whether realized or not, to falsely represent the student's level of achievement or mastery in a given course or with regard to any element of the course. This includes, but is not limited to:

· Lying or giving false information about completed assignments;

· Copying the work of others at any time without direct authorization from the instructor;

· Using any resources, such as, solution manuals and teacher edition textbooks, to complete assignments without the direct authorization from the instructor;

· Obtaining any quizzes, tests, or academic materials, created by or belonging to the school;

· Engaging in plagiarism -"to take ideas or writings from another and offer them as one's own";

· Altering a graded paper or project for the purpose of disputing the accuracy of the grade; and

· Talking with another student during any quiz, test, or academic assignment without direct authorization from the instructor ( e.g., giving or receiving information during an examination or on assignments will not be permitted).

Enforcement

The instructor will follow these steps if academic dishonesty has taken place:

First offense: 

· Written warning and a grade zero (0) for the affected assignment

· Copy sent to the parents, the administrator's office, and student's file

Second offense:

· Same as above plus the administrator will conference with the student and parents to resolve or correct the offense

Third offense:

· Student will receive a grade (0) for the affected assignment

· The administrator will take disciplinary action appropriate for a serious offense.

MODIFICATIONS TO STANDARD INSTRUCTIONAL/EVALUATION PRACTICES

Grace Preparatory Academy and its instructors are not currently equipped to modify its instructional or evaluation practices or procedures in response to a student's learning disabilities or other special challenges, such as ADD. All students will receive (or not receive) credit based upon what they have (or not have) done relative to a common standard, rather than upon individualized standards developed in response to special needs.

DIFFICULT OR CONTROVERSIAL ISSUES AND TOPICS

Grace Preparatory Academy will follow these guidelines concerning the relationship between sound education, that is both Biblical and college-preparatory, and the treatment of difficult or controversial issues.

(1) Because one of God's purposes in the training of disciples is to equip them to reach others with the gospel of Christ and then teach them to obey all He has taught us, we will not encourage our students to retreat from contact with a sinful world, but rather train them to effectively reach out to unbelievers.

(2) Because we must learn to build personal and cultural bridges for the sake of reaching others with the gospel, we will engage in the study of other cultures and thought forms, including godless ones, so that our students will have a better understanding and ability to communicate with all people.

(3) Because God expects His children to be ready to make a defense, acting as salt and light to a world that is often foolish in its understanding and in its principles, we will teach our students to evaluate and correctly respond to difficult or controversial realities in light of God's Word so that they may be able to confront the world without becoming stained by it.

(4) Because dealing effectively with difficult or controversial topics generally requires the use of higher order thinking skills, we will support our teachers' use of opportunities presented through the treatment of difficult or controversial topics to challenge their students to develop the skills of analysis, evaluation, synthesis, and proper applications and to apply these skills to godly purposes.

We do not intend to shield students from the sin and wrong thinking inherent in a fallen world.  Rather, we will teach them to confront those realities openly and honestly, from a God-centered perspective, so that they might be prepared to have an impact on the world without becoming part of the world.

STUDENT CONDUCT

CODE OF CONDUCT

The purpose of this Code of Conduct is to promote a Christ-like attitude in the learning environment and to encourage the development of positive Christian relationships among students. We want to ensure a safe, orderly environment that supports learning, achievement, and appropriate, enjoyable social interaction among students and staff. However, we fully expect the students of Grace Preparatory Academy to follow these guidelines on and off campus, striving to represent a positive image at school, at home, and in the community .Therefore, we have set the following guidelines regarding student behavior that should help to build the character qualities and work ethic of every student. The student should use every opportunity at Grace Preparatory Academy to develop and strengthen these qualities. All school rules apply on field trips or any on or off campus events.

Even a child is known by his actions, by whether his conduct is pure and right.

Proverbs 20:11

The GPAD classroom will be a place of learning where the teacher is able to teach and the student is able to learn. Teachers will strive for consistency and fairness for all students.  

Conduct that disrupts teaching or learning will NOT be tolerated. Students should ALWAYS:

· come to class on time and be prepared with all required materials;

· conduct themselves in an orderly, respectful manner; raising hands to speak, looking at person when they talk;

· make an effort to learn by participating in class activities and following teacher instructions;

· strive to stay on task the entire class period and not engage in activities such as social conversations, grooming, sleeping, or personal note-writing;

· obey all classroom rules and regulations (both written and verbal); and

· when in violation of these guidelines, comply with the resulting discipline.

Courtesy

Students have the responsibility to respect the rights and property of fellow students, teachers, administrators, and visitors. At all times, adults should be addressed with a title (Mr., Mrs., Coach, etc.). In the same manner, when a student is questioned by an adult, he should respond with either “Yes” or “No” or “Yes, Ma'am or Sir” or “No, Ma'am or Sir.”  Students should treat each other with respect, kindness, and compassion just as God commands us in Matthew 7:12, “So in everything do to others what you would have them do to you”. Harassment or rude behavior by a student will not be tolerated.  Grace Preparatory Academy desires to encourage students to learn to edify one another.

Fighting

Students are not allowed to fight physically or verbally. There should be no horseplay, running, or rough play during or between classes.

Immoral or Illegal Behavior

Students should refrain from any distribution or display of materials which are obscene, libelous, or which advocate the commission of unlawful actions. Students should not be involved in or create an impression of involvement in immoral activities. Tobacco products, non-prescriptive drugs, alcohol, and weapons (guns, knives, ect.) are not allowed on campus or at any GPAD sponsored events on the school campus or away from it.  Grace Prep reserves the right to conduct random drug tests on any individual suspected of possible drug use. Grace Prep personnel has the right to inspect any locker at any time if the administration believes that the content of any locker is not in the best interests of the school. 

Language

Improper or disrespectful speech (e.g., profanity, lying, back-talking, etc.) in the presence of classmates or staff will not be tolerated on campus during or between classes or while involved in other school-related activity.  As GPAD representatives, students should strive to speak in a godly manner on and off campus.  See “Use of the Tongue”.

Public Affection

Students are expected to exercise good judgment when interacting with each other.  Public displays of affection (i.e., handholding, kissing, etc.) will not be permitted on campus or at any school-related activity.

Stealing

Stealing from another student, staff, or the school will not be tolerated. Committing or attempting to commit a theft is considered a serious offense and could result in expulsion.

School Bus & Van

All buses or vans used for P.E. or field trips will be scheduled by the school and driven by a licensed, safe, and responsible individual authorized by GPAD administration. All students are required to return to school on their assigned bus or van, unless the student's parents have made prior arrangements with a staff member or the administrator. Students must remain seated once the bus is in motion. Students will be required to use seatbelts at all times.

Electronic Devices

Grace Prep campus life will be one that encourages communication and student interaction. Students should not bring radios, cell phones, computer discs, electronic games or IPods to school for the purpose of entertainment. Tape recorders and laptops may be used in the classroom for academic reasons with the permission of the teacher or administrator.

· Cell phones are not allowed in the classroom or hallways at any time.  Cell phones are required to be turned in to the office upon arrival and picked up after school. High school students have a privilege of using their phones during lunch. They must return their phone to the office before the end of lunch. A high school student who fails to return their phone to the office after lunch will lose their cell phone privilege for one week and be charged a fee to have their phone returned.  * Any cell phone found in the classroom, hallway, or lockers during the school day will be confiscated, and a fee of $25.00 will be charged.  A parent must retrieve the confiscated cell phone from the Dean of Character. Confiscated items will not be returned until the end of the day.  

· iPods or MP3 players are not allowed on campus.  Grace Prep campus life will be one that encourages communication and student interaction. Grace Prep will not allow ipods to be used by students in the classroom or on campus. A parent must retrieve a confiscated ipod from the Dean of Character and pay a fee of $25.00. Confiscated items will not be returned until the end of the day.  

.

USE OF PROPERTY AND BUILDINGS

Students have the responsibility to be good stewards of the physical resources God provides for our use. Students should actively protect and take care of the school's property and assist the school staff in operating a school that is safe for everyone. Students should demonstrate consideration of others and school property by keeping the facility and grounds clean at all times and by refraining from any action that may cause property damage (e.g., throwing trash on the grounds, leaving trash in the classrooms or lunch area, writing on tables, walls, or other property, sitting or standing on tables or chairs, leaning back in chairs leaving personal property in the hallways, etc.). 

1. Always ask before you touch 

a. Cabinets

b. Equipment

c. Teacher’s desk

d. Utilities

2. You use it -  you clean it

3. You break it - you replace it.

a. No matter what the cost

b. Chairs

c. Table 

d. Equipment

e. School supplies

4. Leave any space exactly the way it was when you came in. 

a.  Classroom

b.  Kitchen sink

c.  Bathroom

d.  Cafeteria

e.  Locker

Classroom Rules According to God’s Word

Ephesians 4:25-32 -5:1 (New International Version)  SHAPE 



Speak Truthfully                                                                                                               

25Therefore each of you must put off falsehood and speak truthfully to his neighbor, for we are all members of one body.                                                                       

Be truthful to yourself and to your classmates.

Avoid Anger                                                                                                                                             

26"In your anger do not sin"[a]: Do not let the sun go down while you are still angry, 27and do not give the devil a foothold. 

Seek the Needs of Others

28 Those who have been stealing must steal no longer, but must work, doing something useful with their own hands, that they may have something to share with those in need. 

Never steal a fellow student’s joy, victory,              or reputation. Always seek what a classmate      needs, over what you need. 

Be an Encourager

29Do not let any unwholesome talk come out of your mouths, but only what is helpful for building others up according to their needs, that it may benefit those who listen. 

Let your words build up others

Be Different

30And do not grieve the Holy Spirit of God, with whom you were sealed for the day of redemption.                                                                                                         

You are called to be different.

Live Righteously

31Get rid of all bitterness, rage and anger, brawling and slander, along with every form of malice.     

Consider the intentions of your heart.  

 Be Kind and Forgiving

32Be kind and compassionate to one another, forgiving each other, just as in Christ God forgave you.

Love Each Other

5:1Be imitators of God! As dearly loved children live a life of love, just as Christ loved us and gave himself up for us as a fragrant offering and sacrifice to God. 

To imitate God, one must know God.               

 read your Bible. 

LUNCH PERIOD PROCEDURES

Students may eat lunch in the lunchroom area. All students must remain seated for the first 15 minutes of lunch to eat.  All students are required to participate in lunch room clean up before having free time.

Off campus lunch procedure for high school students only.  Written permission from the parents must be on file in the office for high school students to leave campus for lunch.  Students returning late from lunch more than once will lose their open campus privilege for the duration of one week.  Students must fill out the “Lunch Check-Out Form” when leaving and when they return.  They may not bring food on campus for other students. 

OPEN CAMPUS

Because of its university class-scheduling format, Grace Preparatory Academy students enter and leave campus at different times during the day. Many secondary students are responsible for their own transportation to and from school. Therefore, GPAD’s secondary school operates under an open campus policy:

(1) Students are required to check in or out when arriving at or leaving the GPAD campus on regularly-scheduled days.

(2) Students must be in the class for which they are registered when on campus.

(3) Parents are responsible for guiding their students regarding their students' use of freedom to come and go from the campus without securing the permission of school personnel. Students who violate their parent's wishes regarding the use of the freedom are accountable to their parents, not to the school.

(4) It is considered a discourtesy to the teacher and a disruptive influence to the learning environment for a student to leave a class in session before the class has been dismissed. Therefore, unless prior arrangements have been made or the instructor grants special permission, leaving a class early will be considered a breach of good conduct and treated as a discipline issue.

STUDENT CHECK IN/CHECK OUT PROCEDURES

 If a student is leaving campus for a doctor’s appointment, illness or any other reason, the parent/guardian must come to the office and sign the check out form.  If the student returns to school that day, they are required to check back in at the office.  A high school student, who has been given written permission to walk off campus for lunch, must check out in the office before they leave and check back in when they return.  If they are to be picked up in a car by someone other than their parent, we must receive written permission and that person must come to the office to sign them out.

If a student will not be returning to campus from P.E. or any other off campus activity, the parent must sign the student out at the off campus facility.  The teacher in charge will have a sign out sheet.  If a person, other than the parent, is to pick up the student at an off campus activity the student must present the teacher in charge of the activity with a written note from their parent stating that this person has permission to pick them up at that facility.  That person then has permission to sign the student out.  You may present the P.E. teacher with a list of family or friends who have permission and could potentially pick up and sign out your student after P.E.

We may not release your student to another parent off campus without written consent.  Failure to present a written permission slip will result in your child being taken back to campus to be picked up.  The school van will leave from an off campus P.E. facility by 3:30 p.m. All part time students are required to check in and out at the office when they come to campus for their classes.

DRESS CODE

Grace Preparatory Academy of Durango dress code is intended to encourage modesty and decency and to minimize the use of clothing as a significant means of establishing identity or social status. As you prepare to explain the reasons behind the dress code to your children, please read the following passages and talk about them together. (1 Tim. 2: 9, 10; James 2: 1-5). GPAD staff may determine the appropriateness of a student’s clothing or hairstyle and may request that any student who is not dressed appropriately be sent home to change.  The administrator may grant exceptions to the dress code if desired for special dress days.

Your beauty should not come from outward adornment, such as braided hair and the wearing of gold jewelry and fine clothes.  Instead, it should be that of your inner self, the unfading beauty of a gentle and quiet spirit, which has great worth in God’s sight.

1 Peter 3: 3, 4

If you personally disagree with certain specifics of the dress code, feel free to communicate your suggestions to us in writing, but we humbly ask that you defer to the present practice and speak respectfully of these matters in your home.  We ask this for the sake of the Biblical principles they represent and for the peace and order of the learning environment.

Students are required to wear school uniforms while on campus during the school day.  All part-time students are required to wear uniforms.  Dress uniforms are required for all chapel days.  When on campus for any event and not in uniform (parties, free dress day), students should be dressed in appropriate attire (excluding crop tops, short skirts or shorts, muscle shirts, tight-fitting clothes, etc.).  Students should seek to dress in a modest, Christian manner that represents the school well.

UNIFORM SPECIFICATIONS

The official Grace Preparatory Academy uniform is listed below and required for all students taking academic classes.  All part time students are required to wear uniforms while on the Grace Prep campus. All students leaving campus for another school must change off campus.

Overarching guidelines are MODESTY, NEATNESS AND CLEANLINESS

Hair:


Students may not wear their hair in a style which covers their eyes.

Hair must be kept groomed, clean, and may not include bizarre coloring or styles. (Please note:  During October, which is Breast Cancer Awareness, we will allow some pink hair.)


Students may not have facial hair.

Jewelry:

Boys may wear one small stud in each ear.


Girls and Boys may not wear lip, nose, eyebrow, or tongue rings.

Please note: If a student chooses to pierce any part of the body which falls outside the school guidelines, or already has a piercing which does not fall within the guidelines, he or she may not wear jewelry in those areas at any time while on campus. 

Shoes:  No flip flops.

No visible tattoo will be allowed.
No hats will be allowed. 
Boys:


Jeans or khaki pants no holes


Jean or khaki shorts no holes


Dress shirt with collar and sleeves of any length. No words or pictures of any

kind. Logos must be smaller than a quarter. The shirt must be button up and either striped or solid red, white or blue. * The shirt must have a school emblem on it.


Uniform shirt from 2009-2010.


Neckties. 

No scarves.

No school t-shirt

* We will be selling school emblems which may be sewn on any shirt which fits the requirements.

Please note: Students will be expected to avoid wearing shirts that have any image of drug related paraphernalia, alcohol or illicit behavior.  If the shirt is transparent, an undershirt must be worn. 

Girls:

Khaki or plaid skirts ordered from Flynn O’Hare or Land’s End.  The skirts must be no shorter than a dollar bill width above the top of the knee.


Jeans or khaki pants - no holes 

Jean or khaki shorts – no holes.  Shorts must be no shorter than a dollar bill width above the top of the knee.


Dress shirt with collar and sleeves of any length. No words or pictures of any

kind. Logos must be smaller than a quarter. The shirt must be button up and either striped or solid red, white or blue. * The shirt must have a school emblem on it.


Uniform shirt from 2009-2010.

Shirts must be long enough to totally cover abdomen at all times even when arms are extended over head.

Tights and socks must be a solid color that looks nice with the color of what is being worn.  

No fishnet tights, no leggings.


Neckties. 

No scarves.

No school t-shirt

* We will be selling school emblems which may be sewn on any shirt which fits the requirements.

Please note: Students will be expected to avoid wearing shirts that have any image of drug related paraphernalia, alcohol or illicit behavior. If the shirt is transparent, an undershirt must be worn. 

Outer wear:  

We are going to design a “killer cool” hoodie, that, with the sweat shirt from 2009-2010 and the uniform sweater, will be the ONLY acceptable outerwear while you are ANYWHERE on campus. If you wear any other outerwear on campus at any time, it will be confiscated, and you will have to pay a fine to get it back. 

Chapel and school trips:
Free Dress Passes may not be used on a Chapel day.


Boys:  

Khaki pants 

Dress shirt: solid blue, white, red or striped in those colors with emblem. Must be tucked in on Chapel days.



Tie 



School zippered hoodie, school sweat shirt or sweater.

Girls:



Khaki pants or skirt



Dress shirt: solid blue, white, red or striped in those colors with emblem



Tie (optional)



School zippered hoodie, school sweat shirt or sweater.

Free Dress Days:
Please remember that the overarching guidelines are MODESTY, NEATNESS AND CLEANLINESS.

Shoes:  No flip flops.


Jewelry, tattoo and shoe rules remain the same.

You may wear school t-shirt.


Please do not come to school wearing clothing that has a plunging neckline, skirts that are shorter than a dollar bill width above the top of the knee, or clothing with holes or that is immodest.

Please note: Students will be expected to avoid wearing shirts that have any image of drug related paraphernalia, alcohol or illicit behavior. If the shirt is transparent, an undershirt must be worn. 

DRESS CODE VIOLATIONS & ENFORCEMENT

Parents are responsible to check enforce the dress code.

Violations to the dress code will be treated as follows:


If a student is found to be in violation of the dress code, he or she is to be sent to the office.  The student will stay in the office and receive zeroes for work until a parent can come with appropriate clothing.  If a parent cannot come with clothing, the student will have to wear an ugly school-supplied outfit for the day.  If a teacher is found to have had a student that is in violation of the dress code in his/her class, and has not sent that student to the office, the teacher will owe the administration a bag of chocolate. 

Principal’s discretion on dress appropriateness can be exercised at anytime. 
We encourage you to talk to your student about the importance of obeying rules. Thank you for working together with us to help build a student of character.  Integrity and accountability are positive character traits to possess.  We are a teaming up with you to help build these traits within your student. 

DISCIPLINE PROCEDURES

Train up a child in the way he should go, even when he is old he will not depart from it.

Proverbs 22:6

OVERVIEW

The keys to discipline are that a child must feel loved, that he knows and accepts the boundaries of behavior, and that he sees the proper direction in which to head to avoid repeated wrong decisions.  We will give the students support and direction while working in harmony with the home.

As the need arises, the school may employ mild forms of reproof, rebuke, and correction (under no circumstances does GPAD practice spanking or similar forms of corporal punishment) in order to encourage cooperation among the student body.  The school will control the impact of serious discipline problems by limiting or withdrawing the participation privileges of consistently uncooperative students.  As a university model school, GPAD feels that the school staff is primarily responsible to utilize mild forms of reproof, rebuke, and correction for the purpose of sound classroom management and that the parents are primarily responsible for dealing with discipline problems of an ongoing or more serious nature.

Grace Preparatory Academy will use the balance of justice and mercy in our discipline procedures.

“The Lord disciplines those He loves.”  (Hebrews 12:6)

Failure to properly and faithfully address students’ misbehavior is a failure to demonstrate the

depth of God’s love to them.

“And what does the Lord require of you?  To act justly and to love mercy.”

The wise blending of justice and mercy is not “an exact science” but the fruit of dependent and

on going fellowship with God.

ENFORCEMENT

Each teacher has the responsibility to enforce classroom and school rules.  The administrator will be available to assist as needed.  Students will be treated fairly and equitably.  Classroom procedures will be discussed and taught during the first weeks of school.  Any violation of the code of conduct or dress code will result in the student being assigned clean up duty during lunch.
Suspension

Suspension can be administered by either the GPAD Administration or the GPAD Board.

1. Suspension from all classes and activities with no permissions to make up work.

2. Suspension from all classes and activities with permissions to make up work.

3. Durations

a.  One day

b.  Two successive days

c.  Three successive days

d.  Five successive days

4. Suspensions may carry with them any number of requirements that the administration and/or board deem appropriate.  Failure to meet those requirements can extend the duration of the suspension or lead to expulsion considerations.

Expulsion

Expulsion can only be administered by the GPAD Board.

1. Expulsion without permission to appeal.  Expulsion must appear on the students’ permanent record.

2. Expulsion with permission to appeal.

a.  Student is suspended immediately from all classes and activities.

b.  The family’s admission agreement with the school is declared void.

c.  If the family does not wish to appeal, then the student is officially no longer a Grace Prep student  and the record of expulsion will appear on the student’s transcript.

d.  If the family wishes to appeal, they must submit their formal request for re-admission in writing, stating their reasons for wanting to negotiate a new and more restricted admission agreement with the school.

e.  If the formal request is accepted, the student may continue to receive class assignments while the appeal is pending.  Both parents (unless parent is single) and the student must schedule a time to appear before the board to discuss the appeal.

f.  Re-admittance, if granted, may only be on the condition that the family obligates itself to a new and revised admission agreement, complete with the board’s required corrective actions, restrictive measures, and future accountabilities.  Failure to keep the new agreement can result in automatic forfeiture of the student’s admission status with no permission to appeal.

g.  If the new agreement is kept faithfully and without incident, the student may apply to have the record of expulsion deleted from his or her permanent record at the end of that school year or at a time later than if the board deems it appropriate to the situation.

3. Severe Misconduct: Movement is made toward presenting the facts of the situation to the school board so expulsion can be evaluated.  Student will be suspended during this time.

VISITOR POLICY

To enhance both student safety and operational efficiency, Grace Preparatory Academy will enforce the following guidelines governing the presence of visitors on campus during regular school hours, except for parents who are dropping off or picking up students. Students and parents should make potential visitors aware of this policy.  (See check-in, check-out procedure.)

1. All visitors must check in with the office upon arriving on campus to obtain permission from the office to remain on campus.

2. All visitors must be willing to comply with the rules and regulations governing student and staff conduct, including appropriate dress regulations.

3. Students or friends not attending GPAD who drive on campus for the purpose of giving a ride to a GPAD student may not loiter in the parking lot or enter the buildings, unless they obtain permission from the office.

The Senior Trip

As GPA’s seniors approach graduation time, they have the opportunity to participate in the senior trip.  The trip’s purpose is to provide both a culminating educational experience and a clear spiritual challenge to be character witnesses of Christ in this generation.  The senior trip will be combined with a mission trip.  Destinations, which vary from year to year, are chosen by representatives of the senior class in conjunction with the school administration and faculty.  Priority is given to places of historical, cultural, and Christian significance.  Student’s who participate in the senior trip must verify in writing both their understanding and support of the trip’s purposes.  Questionable or non-compliant behavior either before or during the trip can disqualify students from participation.

GPAD ACADEMIC PROGRAM

GPAD academics meet the following requirements:

· GPAD has a college-simulated scheduling of courses, organized in 18-week semesters, with classes meeting for approximately one hour each on Monday, Wednesday, and Friday. Students spend a minimum of one hour working at home for every hour spent at school (1:1 ratio). This standard is the minimum for participation; however, most students who want to excel in the program spend more time working at home than is required.

· Our core academic classes are offered as single subject courses to best utilize available instructional time. We may, occasionally, due to small class sizes, combine course levels especially for our elective classes (e.g., art, drama, etc.).

· Students must successfully complete the prerequisite for each course, confirmed by a passing grade in a GPAD course, transcript from another school, or documented proof from a home school. Students will demonstrate mastery of previous knowledge through placement testing to provide teachers with a starting point for each semester's instruction.

· Once a semester is underway, new students may not be admitted until the beginning of a new semester.

· Continuity of instruction is insured through well-developed and clearly articulated curriculum documents, both within the departments and with the home (e.g., course overviews, scope and sequence, assignment sheets, etc.).

· Each course has a defined, off-campus role for parents that gradually decrease the parents' academic responsibilities (direct teaching) while increasing those of the student (dependent and independent study) as the student progresses through the grade levels.

· GPAD teachers are responsible for organizing instruction that includes a partnership with parents. Teachers facilitate this partnership through effective communication, leadership, and instruction in the classroom that extends to the co-teacher. This also includes using textbooks and other educational materials that are both academically sound and parent/student-friendly to use.

· The GPAD academic program will maintain high academic standards emphasizing a strong student work ethic and college preparation. Our academic standards will meet or exceed the local and state laws that govern education.

· GPAD will maintain a low student/teacher ratio (15:1) to encourage student success in the classroom.  

HONOR ROLL

 Students receiving a 3.8 or higher will be place on the Honor Roll.  Honor roll will be awarded at the end of each semester.
PARENTAL ROLES

Academic success in a University Model School requires active parental mentoring, the nature of which will vary depending upon the specific course and grade level of the student.  The parental role in any UMS goes way beyond simply asking children each evening, “Is your homework done?” Grace Prep will provide Parent Training Modules to assist parents in their roles as “off campus” teachers.

Middle School Parental Roles (guide for dependent study, course monitor, project assistant)

· At the 6th Grade Level, parents will act as “co-instructors” in the satellite classroom at home.  Parents will receive instructions from the classroom teacher on a regular basis outlining home assignments, drill practice, follow-up study over covered material, and preparation needed for the next class. They will also have extensive responsibility for direct instruction in some courses (e.g., spelling, vocabulary, and penmanship in English).

· Students in the 7th -8th grades will begin to assume some independence from the co-teacher in the completion of assignments. Parents should read each assignment sheet, structure time and place for completing the assignments, offer assistance as needed, and verify that each assignment is completed. Parents should understand that assignment sheets will no longer contain detailed instructions for the co-teacher concerning the completion of assignments, since students will be expected to learn how to receive verbal instructions and record this through notes.  Parents may contact teachers to verify instructions; however, they should reinforce with students the expectation for this skill to be developed. Parents may spot-check work to check for understanding the practiced concept, but should not “pre-grade” assignments. Teachers use this opportunity for independent practice as an indicator of whether or not there is a need for re-teaching the concept.

High School Parental Roles (guide for dependent and independent study, interactive discussion leader, course monitor, project assistant)

· Students in the 9th-10th grades will require supervision in order to help them develop disciplined study habits and personal responsibility for the completion of assignments in a timely manner. Parents will supervise student work, monitor student assignments, and discuss content as required. Parents should provide opportunity for independence based on the maturity and success of their students. If students have problems turning work in on time or understanding the subject matter, it is the parents' responsibility to enforce stricter accountability and provide the extra help that is needed, either by the parent or a tutor. Parents should maintain a “satellite classroom” environment for the student on days not attending GPAD.  Parents are responsible for monitoring student grades as a reflection of the students' learning and participation in each course and providing necessary incentives or punishments if grades are not acceptable.

· Students in the 11th -12th grades study independently, as required in post-secondary education programs. Parents should be available to assist as needed with organization, accountability, and spiritual guidance. Parents should review assignment sheets often enough to monitor all major assignments and make sure the student is investing the time necessary to completing these assignments. In some courses, the student may need a tutor to help with home assignments if the parent is unable to review the material. It is crucial that parents make sure that students maintain a “satellite classroom” schedule on the days not attending GPAD (work should be secondary to school). Although the parental role changes as the student matures, parental involvement is still expected by teachers in these final years of high school.

COURSE PREREQUISITES

To enter a class a student must have satisfactory performance on the appropriate entrance test, successful completion of the preceding course in the GPAD sequence, or permission of the instructor.  Transferring students must present a copy of their transcripts showing successful completion of preceding courses from another school.   Specific course prerequisites are listed where applicable.

COURSE LIST BY GRADE 

6th Grade

Grammar/Writing/Vocabulary/Reading/Spelling

Math

General Science

Ancient History

7th Grade 

Literature/Grammar/Writing/Vocabulary

Pre Algebra

Life Science

World History 

8th Grade

English - Literature/Writing/Grammar/Vocabulary

Algebra I 

Earth Science 

US History

9th Grade

English I – Literature/Writing/Grammar/Vocabulary

Algebra II 

Physical Science 

World History

Foreign Language

10th Grade

English II – American Literature/Writing/Grammar/Vocabulary

Geometry 

Biology 

US History

Foreign Language

11th Grade

English III - British Literature/Writing/Grammar/Vocabulary/ACT Prep

Trigonometry/Pre Calculus (Honors)

Physics (Honors)

Geography/ Government

Foreign Language

12th Grade

English IV –Literature/Writing/Grammar/ College Prep

Calculus (Honors)

Advanced Chemistry (Honors)

Economics (Honors)

Sociology –The Truth Project (Second Semester)

ELECTIVES

Art

Computer

Drama

Foreign Language

Health

Speech

Dance

Praise & Worship Band

COMMUNITY SERVICE

Honors Degree 

Requires 40 hours of documented, community service during four years of high school to participate in a mission trip.

Standard Degree

Requires 20 hours of documented, community service during four years of high school to participate in a mission trip.

DIPLOMA OPTIONS

Grace Preparatory Academy currently offers two diploma plans.  In order to receive either of the diplomas offered, ALL candidates must successfully complete the course requirements and earn a minimum of 30 credits at Grace Preparatory Academy during their junior and/or senior year(s), of which 18 credits must be selected from the core academic classes.  Students who enroll as seniors must take a minimum of 15 credits (9 credits must be selected from the core academic classes) each semester of their senior year.  Students must maintain a Grade Point Average of 7.0 or above and submit scores from either the ACT or SAT before graduating.

Honors Diploma

Freshman

           Sophomore

          Junior


        Senior

	9th English

Algebra 2 (H)

Biology (H)

World Geography

Bible

Foreign Language

Health

Speech

Elective
	10th English

Geometry (H)

Chemistry (H)

World History

Bible

Foreign Language

Fine Arts 

Computer Elective (3)

Elective (3)
	American Literature

Trig/Pre-Cal. (H)

Physics (H)

U.S. History

Bible

Foreign Language

Fine Arts

2 Electives (6)
	British Literature (H)

Calculus (H)

Anatomy/Physiology(H)

Economics (H)

Bible

Social StudiesElective(3)

Foreign Language

Discipleship


Electives must be approved

40 Hours of Community Service

Total Credits: 165

Standard Diploma

Freshman

          Sophomore

      Junior


   Senior

	9th English

Math

History

Science

Bible

Electives
	10th English

Math

History

Science

Bible

Electives
	11th English

Math

History

Science

Bible

Electives
	12th English 

Math

History

Science

Bible

Electives


Computer – 3 credits

Fine Arts – 6 credits

Foreign Language – 12 credits

Health – 3 credits

P.E. – 3 credits

Speech – 3 credits

Electives – 6 credits

Electives must be approved

20 Hours of Community Service

Total Credits: 156

ATHLETICS

Grace Preparatory Academy will develop both boys' and girls' athletics based on student interest and parent/teacher involvement. The purpose of the athletic program is to use athletic competition as a "tool" to improve the student and give him an opportunity to glorify God with his or her talents and desires.  Until we are large enough, we will encourage students to try out and compete on public school teams. 

STUDY HALLS & TUTORIALS

These are classes that enable the student to complete assignments while on campus. The study hall is a "library" environment where students are expected to remain quiet throughout the period independently working on school assignments or reading. Tutorials are subject-specific, enabling the students to receive further instruction and assistance with assignments from their academic classes.

CO CURRICULAR ACTIVITIES

GPAD will have academic teams and competitions based on parent/teacher involvement and student interest.   We offer Science Fair, yearbook, geography bee, and student council.  Until we are large enough, we will encourage students to try out and compete on public school teams. 



